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HAPPY THANKSGIVING! Join us for Mass at 8:30 Thanksgiving morning.

Dear Friends,
We are approaching a season of celebration! This week, we
celebrate Thanksgiving. In a few weeks, we will celebrate Christmas.
It is a time of joy as well as busyness. We need to prepare and
organize shopping, cooking, invitations, gift-giving, and decorating. It
can be a time of exhaustion, if we are not careful. This is an
opportunity to be open to God’s grace. Instead of wearing ourselves
out, we can take some time to reflect on the real meaning of
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas. That will be our motivation for
all the external rituals we plan.
I suggest taking a wide-angle view. For whom are we grateful?
Who has touched our lives and influenced us in a positive way? What
personal qualities and talents do we have? With whom have we
shared these gifts? From whom have we received? We can be
tempted to take so much for granted! There are many people, just in
the United States alone who have lost so much. People in Texas,
Florida, and Puerto Rico have suffered the devastation of a hurricane.
People in many parts of the country grieve over the loss of loved ones
who are the victims of terrorism, mass shootings and speeding
automobiles. People in California have lost loved ones and property
because of the ferociousness of fires. Yet, there is always a space
somewhere for gratitude if we search hard enough.
In the Gospel, Jesus tells a parable about a man who gave different
amounts of money to three of his servants. He expected them to
make wise use of the money. On his return, he asked for an account
of what they did. Two servants doubled their original amount. The
third did nothing but bury the money. The master praised the wise
investors, while taking away the money from the lazy servant.
What does this parable mean for us today? God has blessed each
of us with life, gifts, talent, and possessions. What do we do with our
lives? How are we modelling love, compassion, forgiveness, and
justice? Jesus will ask each of us for an account of how we lived our
lives for the good of others. Is the world a better place because we
are here? For you, my parishioners, I say absolutely “yes.”
Jesus is encouraging us to be prepared, because we do not know
the day nor the hour of __________________. You fill in the blank. It
could be blessings, good news, tragedy, death, etc. Cherish each day
for itself. Try to live in the present because that is what it is!
On another matter, I know that the holidays can be a difficult time
for people who are grieving the loss of a loved one. On Sunday,
December 3rd, from 1:30 – 3:00, there will be an opportunity to get
together in the parish center. The theme is “Getting Through the
Holidays When you Are Grieving.” I will facilitate the gathering. It will
feature a time of prayer, sharing, a DVD on grief, and materials to help
us at this stressful time. Refreshments will be served. Registration is
necessary by November 27th. Call me at 201-387-0080 or e-mail me
at shpahaw@aol.com. I ask you to bring a picture of your loved one.
Happy Thanksgiving to you all! All of you are on the top of my list
of blessings.
Peace,

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, November 20
8:30 Matthew LaPorte
Tuesday, November 21
8:30 Dominick Rutigliano
Wednesday, November 22
8:30 Esther P. Oliver
Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 23
8:30 Dina Mirkovich
Friday, November 24
8:30 Angela D’Agnes
Saturday, November 25
5:00 Mary & Norman Auger
Sunday, November 26
8:00 Edmund Schnatterly, Sr.
10:00 Florence DeLibero
12:00 Anne & William Goebel
6:30 Tommy Reilly
November Donations:
The bread and wine are donated in
loving memory of Larry Adams
donated by his loving wife Diane.
The altar flowers are donated in
loving memory of Julia & Bill Graham
by the Graham Family.
The sanctuary lamp burns in loving
memory of Anne & William Goebel
donated by the Schuldt Family

Please consider
prayerfullyremembering
the Church in your Will.

PLEASE NOTE: The parish center
hours on Wednesday,
November 22 will be from 9-1

NEWS AND EVENTS
SACRED HEART SOCIAL COMMITTEE Do you love to plan parties
and social events … we need you! Looking for a few energetic
people to be part of our social committee to plan just a few
upcoming parish events that are fun and enjoyable for all. Please
contact Susan in the parish office to become part of the team.
KNIGHT NYC CHRISTMAS BUS TRIP – December 8 How about a
night out in New York City during the Christmas Season without
having to drive in traffic or worry about tolls and parking? The bus
will leave from the Immaculate Conception Parish parking lot in
Norwood at 6PM, on Friday December 8. The bus will drop us off
near Rockefeller Center and be there to pick us up at 11:00 for the
return trip. All for $20 per person. Contact Jim Flynn at 201-6643364 or at KOFC9021@GMAIL.COM for reservations.
MAKE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON MEMORABLE FOR OUR TROOPS
Marie Grieco has been shipping packages to our troops in
Afghanistan since 2012. The packages boosts moral, especially
during Christmas when they are separated from their families. If
you would like to make a monetary donation you can either make
your check out to: USPS or Cash. The USPS checks will be used for
shipping, the checks addressed to Cash will be used to shop for
requested items such as k-cups, ground coffee, candy, chocolate,
toiletries., Christmas Cards to send to their family and friends, and
Thinking of You cards. Her address is: Marie Grieco, 117 Medford
Road, Dumont, NJ 07628 or you can drop your donations in the
military box located in the church lobby entrance. The soldiers are
forever grateful.
ADVENT VESPERS – DECEMBER 4TH AT 7:30PM
On Monday, December 4th at 7:30pm St. Mary’s
is hosting an Advent Vespers service that is cosponsored with the parishes of Sacred Heart
and Immaculate Conception. Vespers, also
known as Evening Prayer, are part of the Liturgy
of the Hours. This service includes singing of hymns, psalms and
Canticle of Mary (Magnificat), a scripture reading, and Benediction.
Evening Prayer give thanks for the day just past and makes an
evening sacrifice of praise to God. As we begin the Advent Season
of hope and anticipation, make time for prayer and join us at this
special Vespers service. Music will be provided by the three
parishes combined choirs, and light refreshments will follow. All
are welcome to attend the service at St. Mary’s Church located at
20 Legion Place in Closter.
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS POSTER CONTEST This year’s theme is
“Keep Christ in Christmas” . Contest open to all children K thru 8.
Posters must be 11 x 17. Please contact the parish office for more
details. All entries must be received by Dec 15th.
FOOD DRIVE Thanksgiving is upon us and the cold
winter months are approaching. Please become an
active donor in the food drive that happens year
round in our church. All food is collected in the
cabinet in the lobby of our church and delivered
weekly to The Office of Concern’s Food Pantry in
Englewood.

WAYS TO HELP THOSE IN NEED AT

CHRISTMAS

EVA’S CHRISTMAS WISH LIST Eva’s Village plans
special holiday celebrations for their community.
Please help by donating items for gift bags. Items
needed: fleece blankets, gender neutral
hats/scarf/gloves and socks; full-size
toiletries. Unwrapped gifts for kids and
teens especially needed. Donation
boxes will be in the lobby of the
church. For more information go to
volunteer@evasvillage.org.
GIVING TREE The giving tree will
go up on Saturday, November
25. Simply grab a tag and shop
for a specific child. Return
the gift wrapped with the
tag on the package by
Sunday, December 10.
Contact Linda in the parish
center for more information.
HELP-A-FAMILY AT CHRISTMAS Last year Sacred
Heart families provided a merry Christmas for
needy families in our Archdiocese. Many more
parishioners made cash donations which assisted
countless other families. We supply the full
information, instructions, and coordination. We
just need YOU to tell us you are willing to share
your resources with those less fortunate. If you
would like to sign up to buy gifts for a needy
family member or prefer making a donation,
please contact Susan in the parish office at 201387-0080 or by email at shhaw@aol.com.

SACRED HEART CHURCH
Advent/Christmas Schedule
Advent Vespers
Monday, December 4 at 7:30
At St. Mary’s
Advent Reconciliation Service
Monday, December 11
at 7:30 p.m.
Bonfire & Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 17
at 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Liturgy
Sunday, December 24
Family Liturgy at 4:00 p.m.
Concert by Adult Choir
at 9:15 p.m. Followed by Mass
at 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Day
Monday, December 25
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12 Noon

