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CAROLING AND BONFIRE - December 17th at 7:30 in the parking lot.

FAITHFUL LOVE!
Advent is the time when we take a look at our “Salvation History” or how God
intervened in our wayward humanity to “save” us by showing us a clear way
home AND giving us the “tools” to get there, too! We take these four weeks
before the celebration of Christmas to ponder exactly what this means for all
of us and for each of us, individually. Hence, it is a time of inner stillness and
prayerful reflection -which is the opposite of society’s four week shopping
frenzy!
The liturgical color for Advent is a blue violet – a combination of blue for
prayer and violet for sorrow for our lack of love, despite God’s hundreds of
little helps along the way! The Scripture readings during this Church season
bring us back to John the Baptist and his message to “Pay attention. God is
here -present among us.” We also hear from the prophets of the Old
Testament calling the Jewish people thousands of years ago to be faithful to
God’s Love - but equally calling each of us today, as well.
Faithful Love is a “two-way street”! It is both given and received. From
ancient time, we read in the Old Testament that such an understanding of
love between God and the Jewish People was ratified by a serious “covenant”
relationship. God promised to be always faithful and loving to His People and
the Jewish People promised to be always faithful and loving toward God and
others. This was the foundation of the saving plan of God for sinful humanity.
God gave the people the Ten Commandments as a special code or rule of life
to help them to be faithful. This worked for a while but gradually the Jewish
People did things their way and turned from God. They were reminded of
their sins again and again by the prophets but finally God chose to become
one of the people Himself and so entered into humanity through Mary and
was known as JESUS. Jesus led a model life of covenant love for God and
others. He was totally faithful to God’s plan but this caused anger for the
leaders and eventually they crucified Jesus for His Faithful adherence to Love
for God and others. In doing so, Jesus made up for the lack of love on our part
and on the part of all repentant people for all ages, giving all the possibility of
eternal union forever with a loving and faithful God! Jesus rose from the
dead, proving His Divinity, and then sent the Holy Spirit upon the apostles to
spread the “Good News” of salvation far and wide. Jesus then promised to
always be with this community of love called “Church” and to guide, direct
and nourish all members through prayer and sacraments- (AND Jesus does
keep His promises to us!!)
Faithful love is not at all easy and Jesus knows that but with all the help God
gives to us we have no excuse in this little bit of time called LIFE, to not keep
our Baptismal Covenant Commitment, (our side of the bargain) regardless of
the cost! Advent is the time to reflect upon this and to be deeply grateful to a
loving and very faithful God.
May we each have a most blessed and prayerful Advent Season this year!

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, December 4
8:30 Ruth & Joe Benvent
Tuesday, December 5
8:30 Jim Patton
Wednesday, December 6
8:30 Jim Patton
Thursday, December 7
8:30 Joan Mascarelli
Immaculate Conception
Friday, December 8
8:30 Charles Lenhart
4:00 People of the Parish
7:00 Jim Patton
Saturday, December 9
5:00 Anthony Pepitone
Sunday, December 10
8:00 Doris E. Collins
10:00 Ruth & Joe Benvent
12:00 Lillian O’Leary
6:30 Kathleen Madden
December Donations:
The bread and wine are
donated in loving memory of
Anthony Joseph Rotonde
donated by his loving family.
The altar flowers are donated
in loving memory of Clemente
DiMeglio by the Pace Family.
The sanctuary lamp burns in
loving memory of Msgr. James
Bouffard donated by the
Molesphini Family
MARK YOUR
CALENDARS
for our annual

CAROLING &
BONFIRE
EVENT

December 17 at 7:30
in the church parking lot.

Please bring a dessert
to share.

NEWS AND EVENTS
CHILDREN’S CHIOR Advent is here and Christmas is
just around the corner. We are already busy
making preparations for the big day. The music of
the season plays an important part in all of the
preparation and celebration, so this year we would
like to give your children the opportunity to
experience Christmas in a very special way. We are
inviting all boys and girls in grades 2 through 8 to come sing with the Sacred
Heart Children’s Choir this Christmas Eve, December 24th, at 4 p.m. Rehearsals
take place in the church from 4 to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, November 29,
December 6, 13, and 20. Make a lasting family memory this year! Contact
Mariann Annecchino at 201-384-6410 or drop in at our Wednesday rehearsal.
MAKE THIS HOLIDAY SEASON MEMORABLE FOR OUR TROOPS The
packages boosts moral, especially during Christmas when they are separated
from their families. For more info contact Marie Grieco at 201-387-1232. Drop
your donations in the military box located in the church lobby entrance. The
soldiers are forever grateful.
ADVENT VESPERS – DECEMBER 4TH AT 7:30PM On
Monday, December 4th at 7:30pm St. Mary’s is hosting
an Advent Vespers service that is co-sponsored with the
parishes of Sacred Heart and Immaculate Conception.
Vespers, also known as Evening Prayer, are part of the
Liturgy of the Hours. This service includes singing of
hymns, psalms and Canticle of Mary (Magnificat), a
scripture reading, and Benediction. Evening Prayer give
thanks for the day just past and makes an evening
sacrifice of praise to God. As we begin the Advent Season of hope and
anticipation, make time for prayer and join us at this special Vespers service.
Music will be provided by the three parishes combined choirs, and light
refreshments will follow. All are welcome to attend the service at St. Mary’s
Church located at 20 Legion Place in Closter.
FOOD DRIVE The cold winter months are upon us. Please
become an active donor in the food drive that happens
year round in our church. All food is collected in the
cabinet in the lobby of our church and delivered weekly
to The Office of Concern’s Food Pantry in Englewood.
ST FRANCIS GIFT SHOP The Christmas shop is open. Join
us for a gift and bake sale Dec 7 through the 10 from 10
am—3 pm at 253 Knickerbocker Road, Tenafly. Bargain prices—30—50% off all
items. Enjoy the specialty treats and bring the kids to view the Bethlehem
room.
NJ RIGHT TO LIFE Many thanks to all who took chances for the NJRTLife raffle.
The Mothers and babies thank you and we thank you for helping them!
Winner’s ticket were:2108 Volvo—Arthur Barkman, Vencice FL, Shop Rite Gift
Cards: Eric Franzone, Mr Bethel, PA, Rosa Murillo, Morris Plains NJ, and Janelle
Quito, East Windsor, NJ.
GETTING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS WHEN YOU ARE GRIEVING The holidays
can be a difficult time for people who are grieving the loss of a loved one. On
Sunday, TODAY! December 3rd, from 1:30 – 3:00, there will be an opportunity
to get together in the parish center. The theme is “Getting Through the
Holidays When you Are Grieving.” I will facilitate the gathering. It will feature a
time of prayer, sharing, a DVD on grief, and materials to help us at this stressful
time. Refreshments will be served. No registration is necessary.

HELP THOSE IN NEED AT

CHRISTMAS
EVA’S CHRISTMAS WISH LIST
Eva’s Village plans special
holiday celebrations for
their community. Please
help by donating items for
gift bags. Items
needed: fleece
blankets, gender
neutral hats/scarf/
gloves and socks; full-size toiletries.
Unwrapped gifts for kids and teens
especially needed. Donation boxes will
be in the lobby of the church.
GIVING TREE Return the gift wrapped
with the tag on the package by Sunday,
December 10.
HELP-A-FAMILY AT CHRISTMAS
Provided a merry Christmas for needy
families in our Archdiocese. . We supply
the full information, instructions, and
coordination. We just need YOU to tell
us you are willing to share your
resources with those less fortunate. If
you would like to sign up to buy gifts for
a needy family member or prefer
making a donation, please contact Susan
in the parish office at 201-387-0080 or
by email at
parishoffice@sacredhearthaworth.com

SACRED HEART CHURCH
Advent/Christmas Schedule
Advent Vespers
Monday, December 4 at 7:30
At St. Mary’s
Advent Reconciliation Service
Monday, December 11
at 7:30 p.m.
Bonfire & Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 17
at 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve Liturgy
Sunday, December 24
Family Liturgy at 4:00 p.m.
Concert by Adult Choir
at 9:15 p.m. Followed by Mass
at 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Day
Monday, December 25
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & 12 Noon

