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Cor ad cor loquitur…
(A heart-to-heart dialogue…)
My dear parish family:
It’s hard to believe that the Christmas season is almost over. The Christmas Pageant involving
our religious education students and the bonfire and caroling event were both very enjoyable.
They helped to get all of us into the spirit of the season. My first Christmas here at Sacred
Heart was wonderful! The liturgies were very faith-filled and moving. In particular, the Family
Mass on Christmas Eve and the Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve were spectacular. In addition, I can’t say enough about how beautiful the church looked with all the decorations. Thank
you to all who made this possible.
This weekend, we will have our first official VITA youth group meeting with our new Youth
Minister, Alan Pitman. Some of the members of the youth group met Alan at the bonfire and
Christmas caroling event. We are looking forward to continuing our dynamic youth program
here at Sacred Heart.
Today, we celebrate the Feast of Epiphany. Epiphany commemorates how God worked
through the guidance of a star to reveal Jesus as Messiah and Savior to the world. Our readings
and prayers dazzle us with light, radiance and glory. We don’t know a lot about the magi, but
who they were isn’t as important as what God revealed to them, and us, and how they were
affected by their journey. Prompted by God, they set out on a long and difficult journey, bearing gifts, to pay homage to this newborn king.
St. Matthew tells us that Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem fulfilled what the prophet Micah had foretold approximately seven hundred and fifty years earlier. The magi came to realize that this
newborn king was a different kind of royalty, one born humbly in a barn among stable animals
and one welcoming to all: Gentiles and Jews, men and women, rich and poor, broken and shattered, healthy and well. God gave His newborn Son to all the people of the world, thus fulfilling
the promises He originally made through the prophets to His people Israel.
The way that the magi were led to Jesus reminds us that God works in wonderful and surprising ways to bring about our salvation. Like them, we’re pilgrims on a journey, striving to grow
in our knowledge and love for the Lord, so that we might one day reach our true home, which
is heaven. What we do on our pilgrimage is a matter of choice. The choices we need to make
require that we see clearly, that we discern wisely and that we make periodic adjustments. We
may experience changes in our professions, locations, family situations, just to name a few.
Our pilgrimage is a series of movements, hopefully following the true star, Jesus!
Just as the magi were guided in their journey to Jesus, we’re not alone on our journey of
faith. We have Sacred Scripture, the teachings of the Church, the sacraments and the gift of
the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us, as well as the prayers and support of one another. All
this helps us to live more faithfully as Jesus’ disciples, staying on the path that leads to eternal life.
I wish each of you and your families a happy and healthy New Year.
Yours in the Sacred Heart of Jesus,

Father Bob

MASS INTENTIONS

SACRED HEART SOCIAL COMMITTEE Do you love to plan parties and social
events … we need you! Looking for a few energetic people to be part of our
social committee to plan just a few upcoming parish events that are fun and
enjoyable for all. Please contact Susan in the parish office to become part of
the team.
YOUTH GROUP The youth group will meet on January 7 at 7:15 in the parish
hall. All high school teens are welcome to attend.
MEN’S CORNERSTONE WEEKEND Save the date for the upcoming Men’s
Cornerstone weekend on February 2-3 to be held at Saint Mary’s in Closter.
More detail to come soon.

Monday, January 8
8:30 Lee Quinn
Tuesday, January 9
8:30 Joseph Benvent
Wednesday, January 10
8:30 Sean O’Dwyer
Thursday, January 11
8:30 Doreen Rodetis
Friday, January 12
8:30 Anthony Pepitone
Saturday, January 13
5:00 John Gregory
Sunday, January 14
8:00 Elvera Palazzola
10:00 Sal Amorese
12:00 Bill Follis
6:30 Donna Hittel
January Donations:
The bread and wine are
donated in loving memory of
Douglas Baker donated by his
loving family.
The sanctuary lamp burns in
loving memory of John Herold
donated by the Motichka Family

OUR MISSION STATEMENT - We, the
parishioners of Sacred Heart and St.
Mary, are bound by a common purpose: to strengthen the relationship
between our parishes; to proclaim
the Word of God; to build community; and to serve one another and the
greater community. We shall share
resources and conduct joint activities
when possible. We will build a greater sense of unity, building upon our
mutual rich diversity. We shall use
each other’s strengths for common
growth. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, and strengthened by the Eucharist,
we will go forth into our local communities as living witnesses of Christ’s
presence and stewards of His ongoing
mission in the world.

THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR INNER-CITY CHILDREN – which provides partial
tuition scholarships for low income students in grades K to 12 to attend Catholic
schools – will hold its 15th annual High School Basketball Festival on Sunday,
January 7, 2018 at Kean University in Union. This year’s line-up includes the
following games; Girls: Oak Knoll vs. Roselle Catholic, Boys: St. Peter’s Prep vs.
St. Joseph, Hudson Catholic vs. St. Benedict’s Prep, Roselle Catholic vs. St. Mary
the Assumption, Immaculate Conception vs. Trenton Catholic and Bergen
Catholic vs. Union Catholic. For complete game times and information on
ordering tickets, please visit www.sfichoops.com or call (973) 497-4278.
THE BERGEN CATHOLIC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION is proud to present “Faith and
Family” by Father Stephen Fichter, Ph.D. on Tuesday, January 30th at Bacari
Grill in Washington Township, NJ. Go to https://goo.gl/zZYnon for more
information and to register. Space is limited.
FOOD DRIVE Thanksgiving is upon us and the cold winter
months are approaching. Please become an active donor in the
food drive that happens year round in our church. All food is
collected in the cabinet in the lobby of our church and delivered
weekly to The Office of Concern’s Food Pantry in Englewood.
SPECIAL NOON MASS A special mass and a support group meeting for all who
are affected by the disease of alcoholism will take place at Church of St. Mary,
20 Legion Place, Closter on Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 12:00 noon.
Mass is offered for the support, healing and recovery of not only the man/
woman directly affected with the abuse of alcohol and/or drugs, but also for
anyone involved in the life of the alcoholic or drug addict. For information
please call 201-768-7565.

New Year … make a resolution

Adopt a new resolution to clean out the attic, basement, and closets.
Catholic Charities needs used clothing, small appliances, shoes, linens,
sheets, towels, stuffed animals, novels, and children’s books. The donation bin is located in our parking lot. Your efforts will be a blessing to all
those whom Catholic Charities serves daily. Thank you.

