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Blessing of the Babies Born in 2017—Welcome!
Dear Friends,
“What are you looking for?” “Come & see.” “We have found the Messiah.” “You are Simon, son of John; you will
be called Cephas-which is translated Peter.” (John 1:35-42) All these are phrases in today’s Gospel. Andrew is a
disciple of John the Baptist, who points out Jesus as “the Lamb of God.” Andrew encounters Jesus and asks him
where he lives. “Come & see,” He says. How wonderful! Here we have a spiritual seeker who is willing to ask
questions and take a risk. I often wonder about the conversation Jesus had that afternoon with Andrew and his
friend. Whatever happened convinces Andrew that he found the Messiah whom all the Jews were waiting for. He
even tells his brother, Simon. Andrew introduces Simon to Jesus. Jesus looks at him and says, “You shall be called
Cephas (Rock).”
This story is one of emptiness, challenge, openness, and receptivity! It is our history as well. God has implanted in
each of us a desire for God that can only be satisfied by God! We look and try to feel that ache with power, privilege, wealth, and attachments or addictions of various kinds that fail to fulfill us. Andrew meets Jesus who is very
willing to speak with him and invites him to his home, to where he lives. We can tell a lot about a person by coming to his/her house. It is more than an address. It reflects who and what is important to the person.
Jesus calls each of us individually. He wants to abide in us—to be where we live. He has shown us who he is in
Scripture and in sacraments, especially in the Eucharist. He has died for us and has promised us eternal life. In
addition, he sends us the Holy Spirit! The challenge is whether or not to accept Jesus’ request to live, to abide
with us. What does that mean? Can we in solitude and in prayer, allow Jesus to love us, to forgive us, and to be
compassionate to us? Can we let Jesus direct our minds, hearts, and choices? Jesus actually desires a deep relationship with each one of us. He is wild about you and me!
When Andrew and his brother Simon Peter decide to follow Jesus, they have no idea what the future will bring.
We can say the same. Following Jesus means developing a relationship of love with Christ and with one another.
It also means difficulties and heartache, and self-emptying. We call that the cross. We have been given the gift of
faith at baptism and have the Holy Spirit to strengthen and guide us.
In the first reading, God calls young Samuel three times. Samuel thinks it is the old priest, Eli. But it is not. Finally,
Samuel says, “Here I am. Your servant is listening.” (Samuel 3: 3-10, 19) That was the beginning of a relationship
in which Samuel will become a judge (leader) and prophet for the people of Israel.
I ask you to look at a baby picture of yourself or of one of you as a child. How cute! (I am sure) What did God
have in mind for you and your future? How has God’s hand been shown in your life—both in good and bad times?
I look at my baby picture—tiny and bald. I was two pounds, eleven ounces. I was in the hospital from November
to March, before I reached five pounds. I am not supposed to be alive in mid 1940’s! Not only am I alive, but still
kicking. I have so many people to thank for that, but especially God.
What is your story? What is your call, your response, your invitation to Jesus, and his invitation to you?
It is all an evolving journey toward God that will never end.
Happy New Year-abundant blessings!
Peace,

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, January 15
8:30 Joseph Mellone
Tuesday, January 16
8:30 Lois-Ann Clark
Wednesday, January 17
8:30 William Lieb
Thursday, January 18
8:30 Vincent Savastano
Friday, January 19
8:30 Jonathan Forrest
Saturday, January 20
5:00 Tom Vahey

Youth Group gets off to a great start! Join Us for our next meeting on January 21!

MEN’S CORNERSTONE WEEKEND 2018 Hosted by the men of OLMC in Tenafly, OLV
in Harington Park, Sacred Heart in Haworth, St. Anastasia in Teaneck, St Joseph
Demarest and St Mary's in Closter. Join us for fellowship , prayer, good food,
reconciliation, laughter and reflection. You will hear from eight men and they will
tell you their own stories of their walk with God. Please come and join us. The
retreat will be at St. Mary's Closter. It is a 26 hour retreat starting on Friday,
February 2 at 7pm and going through Saturday, February 3 at 9pm. Contact Joe
Genco at 201-637-2568 for more information

Sunday, January 21
8:00 Shehab Sharkawi
10:00 Dominick & Jerry Rutigliano
12:00 Louie & Tina Allamandola
6:30 John Gregory

CATHOLIC CHARITIES received a payment of $266 as a result of the clothing
donations from October 1st, - November 30th, 2017 from the bin located in our
parking lot. These funds, combined with monies from other parishes in a similar
program throughout the Archdiocese, enabled Catholic Charities to provide mental
health services to over 15,000 people. Thank you for being our partner and enabling
us to bring Christ’s love to the most vulnerable in our society.

January Donations:
The bread and wine are donated in
loving memory of Douglas Baker
donated by his loving family.

BERGEN CATHOLIC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION is proud to present “Faith and Family” by
Father Stephen Fichter, Ph.D. on Tuesday, January 30th at Bacari Grill in Washington
Township, NJ. Go to https://goo.gl/zZYnon for more information and to register.
Space is limited.

The sanctuary lamp burns in loving
memory of John Herold donated
by the Motichka Family

FOOD DRIVE Please become an active donor in the food drive that happens year
round in our church. All food is collected in the cabinet in the lobby of our church
and delivered weekly to The Office of Concern’s in Englewood.
SPECIAL NOON MASS A special mass and a support group meeting for all who are
affected by the disease of alcoholism will take place at Church of St. Mary, 20 Legion
Place, Closter on Saturday, January 20, 2018 at 12:00 noon. Mass is offered for the
support, healing and recovery of not only the man/woman directly affected with the
abuse of alcohol and/or drugs, but also for anyone involved in the life of the
alcoholic or drug addict. For information please call 201-768-7565.
LOST AND FOUND During the Christmas season a women's black coat and a set of
KIA keys were found in the church. Please contact the parish center to claim these
items.

The 2019 Mass Book is now open.
Please stop by the parish center to
reserve your special Mass
intentions.

HOLY HOUR this month will be on
January 18th at 7:00 in the church.

SERVICE FOR PEACE TALK —Join St. Peters in River Edge this afternoon, January 14
at 3:00 for “Advancing the Kingdom of God in the 21st Century” talk given by Tony
Magliano, an internationally syndicated columnist and commentator. All are
welcome, bring friends and free will donations accepted. Light refreshments served.

TOP 5 REASONS TO JOIN THE SACRED HEART
CHILDREN'S CHOIR
5. Intellectual Stimulation - when you make music,
you are using both sides of your brain
simultaneously. 4. No auditions or solos required!
3. People who are actively engaged in music making
are healthier and live longer. 2. From our beloved
St. Augustine: "To sing is to pray twice!" 1. Serving the Lord - considering all He does
for us, this a wonderful way to give back to HIM! A New Year has begun - get
involved and find new wonder in our celebrations. Call the parish office for details
or drop in at any of our rehearsals on Wednesday afternoons from 4 to 5 pm.

