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Dear Friends,
We humans have a need to belong—to a family, a neighborhood, to a faith community, to a country.
Jesus knew this very well. In today’s Gospel, Jesus heals a man who suffers from leprosy. This leper is
ostracized from his family, his town and his synagogue. He is ritually unclean. Anyone he touches or who
touches him is also made unclean. They are not allowed to worship with their community. Jesus goes
beyond the letter of the law and cures the leper by stretching out his hand to his head. According to the
law, Jesus is barred from worship as well. However, a man’s full restoration to health is more important
than obedience. Can you imagine how the leper feels? He is free from the prison of his disease and
confinement. He can have relationships once again.
Jesus wants us to belong to him, to the Father, and to the Spirit. He seeks connections to us,
individually and as a church, particularly our parish. Often I hear from new parishioners that they joined
Sacred Heart because they feel welcome. What a tribute to all of you! Jesus creates us for union and
unity. He prays at the Last Supper, “Father, may they be one as you and I are one.” (Jn. 17:20) The
oneness is through faith, worship, community, and service. I know that is what Sacred Heart parish
offers.
This Wednesday, February 14, we will celebrate Ash Wednesday. It begins a season of reflection,
repentance, self-emptying, and self-giving. I ask you to consider deepening your prayer life, fasting from
what is harmful, and feasting on good deeds.
On Sunday, February 11 at the 10:00 Mass, we will have the Rite of Sending for Lori Liparini. Lori has
been part of the RCIA since the fall. She is a baptized Catholic who wants to complete her initiation into
the Catholic Church by receiving Confirmation. On Saturday, February 17, she will be presented to
Cardinal Tobin at Sacred Heart Basilica at the ceremony named “The Call to Continuing Conversion,” along
with other RCIA candidates from other counties. At the Rite of Sending, we parishioners will offer our
prayer and support to Lori as she completes her journey toward Confirmation. She will be receiving
Confirmation in late April. We rejoice with her in her desire for discipleship with Christ and His Church.
This weekend, I will be selling raffle tickets for my community, the Franciscan Sisters of Peace. It is our
major fundraiser. We are a small community of 49 Sisters. The raffle tickets are $10 for one or $25 for
three. You have thirty chances to win from $100 to $500 money prizes during the month of April.
Parishioners from Sacred Heart have won every year! You can take as many raffle tickets as you need.
You may want to give them to family members and friends. I will also leave the raffle tickets at the
bulletin racks. My community and I are very grateful for your generosity. This parish is one of our biggest
benefactors. Be assured of our daily prayer for each of you.
May you have a blessed Lenten season, filled with the tremendous love of Jesus in your heart.
Peace,

Sharing God’s Blessings Annual Appeal
This year’s Appeal is a perfect opportunity for us to reflect on God’s generosity and to share the blessings
we have been given with those around us. This year, our parish goal is $35,320. The Annual Appeal
provides the poor with food, shelter and clothing; makes religious education, spiritual guidance and CYO
programs available for the young; insures the future leadership of the Church with seminarian education
and training; and most important, brings Christ’s Good News to the people of the Archdiocese. Our parish
also benefits by receiving a rebate from the appeal if it exceeds its goal. It is important for all of us to
participate. Please consider making a gift to the 2018 Sharing God’s Blessings Annual Appeal.

ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK 2018 LENTEN REGULATIONS

MASS INTENTIONS

Monday, February 12
8:30 Ricardo Sepuvelda
Tuesday, February 13
8:30 Father Dennis Cocozza
ASH WEDNESDAY
Wednesday, February 14
6:30 People of the Parish
8:30 Annette Falkowski
Thursday, February 15
8:30 Robert DeBeauvernet
Friday, February 16
8:30 Michael J. Grieco
Saturday, February 17
5:00 Armand DiVitantonio
Sunday, February 18
8:00 Alexander Kamouh
10:00 Joan Gitto
12:00 Sal Amorese
6:30 People of the Parish

LENTEN SOUP SUPPER—Cold Winter—Hot Soup! It’s time to enjoy a varied selection of
homemade soups at our annual Lenten Soup Supper on Saturday, March 3 at 6:00 pm in
our church hall. We will offer delicious soups, bread, rolls desserts, etc., and a guest
speaker from the charity that we are sponsoring this year. No tickets are required, but a
free-will offering will be taken. If you would like to make a pot of soup, please phone
Mary Ann Mastrangelo at 201-387-2060, or Vincent Shea at 201-387-1994.
THE FRANCISCIAN GIFT SHOP located at 253 Knickerbocker Road , Tenafly will be closing
it’s doors in mid March after 50 years of serving the people of the surround towns.
Starting February 1st there will be a giant going out of business sale. Everything will be
reduced 50-80 % on all religious statues, rosaries, medals chains and jewelry. Also, a
good selection of gift items including Belleek, Waterford, wedding, baby, books,
paintings, pictures and Irish gift items will be on sale. We have a large selection of
communion and confirmation items too. Come early for the best bargains. Hours—
Thursday, Friday, Saturday from 10 am—3 pm. Call 201-568-0478 for info.

February Donations:
The bread and wine are
donated in loving memory of
Alexander Kamouh donated
by Catherine Follis
HOLY HOUR
February 15 at 7:00 pm
in the church

ASH WEDNESDAY
February 14
Masses—6:30 & 8:30 am
Services—4:00 & 7:00 pm

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – 2018 LENTEN FISH FRY FUNDRAISER Our Knights of
Columbus council announces that our 21st annual ‘Legendary’ Lenten Fish Fry will be
held on February 16, 2018 at the Immaculate Conception Parish Center in Norwood beginning at 6PM. Enjoy fresh battered cod,
fries, macs and cheese, Cole slaw, desserts, beer, wine, soft drinks, coffee and tea. All for $15 for adults, $13.50 for seniors with
advance ticket purchase, and $5 for kids under 13. There is a $40 maximum for parents with children under age 13. Proceeds from
the event support the charitable projects of the Knights. Tickets will be on sale soon.
COME AND JOIN FR. ASHLEY HARRINGTON for the FEBRUARY SESSION of IN THE NEWS. These gatherings review and discuss
Catholicism as presented in the media the previous month. Our goal is to openly examine how our faith is communicated to the
public. Tuesday, February 13th at 7:30PM Carmelite Spiritual Center St. Cecilia’s Church Englewood, NJ
ARCHDIOCESAN RETIRED PRIESTS COLLECTION Please help support the retired priests of our Archdiocese on Ash Wednesday,
February 14. Please put your donations in the collection boxes located at the entrances to the church. Thank you.
CHILDREN’S CHOIR As the season of Lent begins and we prepare for Easter we invite the children of our parish to come join our
Children’s Choir and serve the Lord through song. We have all heard the saying that “to sing is to pray twice”. The Lord does so
much for us, the Children’s Choir is a wonderful way to give back. Get involved and find new wonder in our celebrations. Call the
parish office for details or drop in at any of our rehearsals on Wednesday afternoons from 4 to 5 pm.

